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“THE  JUST  SHALL  LIVE  BY  FAITH”
BIBLE TEXT  : Psalm 84:1-12; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:16, 17; Galatians 3:10, 11; Hebrews 10:35-39

LESSON 313 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “Now the just shall live by faith:  but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no 
pleasure in him”  (Hebrews 10:38).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Psalm 84:1-12 
1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O LORD of hosts! 
2 My soul longeth, yea, even 
fainteth for the courts of the 
LORD: my heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God. 
3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an 
house, and the swallow a nest for 
herself, where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, O LORD 
of hosts, my King, and my God. 
4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house: they will be still praising 
thee. Selah. 
5 Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in thee; in whose heart 
are the ways of them. 
6 Who passing through the valley 
of Baca make it a well; the rain 
also filleth the pools. 
7 They go from strength to 
strength, every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before God. 
8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my 
prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. 
Selah. 
9 Behold, O God our shield, and 
look upon the face of thine 
anointed. 
10 For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand. I had rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness. 
11 For the LORD God is a sun and 
shield: the LORD will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. 
12 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the 
man that trusteth in thee. 

Habakkuk 2:4 

II TThhee JJooyyss aanndd CCoommppeennssaattiioonnss ooff TTrruuee WWoorrsshhiipp
11.. TThhee HHoouussee ooff GGoodd,, wwhheerree tthhee pprreesseennccee ooff GGoodd ddwweellllss,, iiss,, ttoo tthhee

ggooddllyy,, tthhee bbeesstt ppllaaccee oonn eeaarrtthh,, PPssaallmm 8844::11--44;;
Psalm 23:6 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Psalm 26:8 
8 LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the 
place where thine honour dwelleth. 

Psalm 27:4 
4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his 
temple. 

Psalm 122:1 
1 I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the LORD. 

1 Chronicles 29:3 
3 Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of 
my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, 
which I have given to the house of my God, over and above 
all that I have prepared for the holy house, 

Luke 2:36-37 
36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had 
lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; 
37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, 
which departed not from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day. 

Luke 24:52 
52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy: 

Luke 24:53 
53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing 
God. Amen. 

22.. TThhoossee wwhhoo wwoorrsshhiipp GGoodd iinn ssppiirriitt aanndd iinn ttrruutthh aarree ssuussttaaiinneedd
tthhrroouugghh tthheeiirr wwhhoollee lliiffee,, PPssaallmm 8844::55--88;;

Psalm 95:6-7 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before 
the LORD our maker. 
7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, 

John 4:14 
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

John 4:23 
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

John 4:24 
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth. 

33.. TToo bbee aabbllee ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp GGoodd uunnhhiinnddeerreedd iiss mmaann’’ss ggrreeaatteesstt pprriivvii--
lleeggee,, PPssaallmm 8844::99--1122;;

Deuteronomy 12:5 
5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose 
out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his 
habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come: 
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4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up 
is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his faith. 

Romans 1:16-17 
16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek. 
17 For therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith: 
as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith. 

Galatians 3:10-11 
10 For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of 
the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by 
the law in the sight of God, it is
evident: for, The just shall live by 
faith. 

Hebrews 10:35-39 
35 Cast not away therefore your 
confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward. 
36 For ye have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will of 
God, ye might receive the 
promise. 
37 For yet a little while, and he that 
shall come will come, and will not 
tarry. 
38 Now the just shall live by faith: 
but if any man draw back, my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him. 
39 But we are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition; but of 
them that believe to the saving of 
the soul. 

Psalm 122:4 
4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the 
testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the 
LORD. 

Psalm 65:4 
4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to 
approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall 
be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple. 

IIII SSccrriippttuurraall DDeeffiinniittiioonnss aanndd DDeessccrriippttiioonnss ooff FFaaiitthh
11.. FFaaiitthh iiss nnoott aann iinnttaannggiibbllee,, mmeerreellyy tthheeoorreettiiccaall ffoorrmmuullaa oorr ssttaattee ooff

mmiinndd,, bbuutt iiss tthhee ssuubbssttaannccee ooff tthhiinnggss hhooppeedd ffoorr aanndd tthhee
eevviiddeennccee ooff tthhiinnggss nnoott sseeeenn,,

Hebrews 11:1-3 
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. 
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. 
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear. 

2 Corinthians 5:7 
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

Galatians 5:6 
6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 

22.. FFaaiitthh iiss nneecceessssaarryy iinn oorrddeerr ttoo pplleeaassee GGoodd aanndd eenntteerr HHeeaavveenn,,
Hebrews 11:6 

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

James 1:5-7 
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed. 
7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord. 

1 Timothy 1:5 
5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: 

1 John 5:4 
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

Mark 11:22 
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 

John 20:27 
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it
into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

Ephesians 6:16 
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

Philippians 3:9-11 
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death; 
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead. 

33.. FFaaiitthh iiss ccaappaabbllee ooff ggrroowwtthh,,
Luke 17:5 

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. 
1 Thessalonians 5:8 

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
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breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation. 

1 Timothy 6:11-12 
11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good 
profession before many witnesses. 

Hebrews 10:22 
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 

44.. FFaaiitthh ccaann bbee lloosstt,,
Luke 18:8 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless 
when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth? 

1 Timothy 1:18 
18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to 
the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them 
mightest war a good warfare; 

1 Timothy 1:19 
19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having 
put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: 

55.. FFaaiitthh iiss rreecceeiivveedd tthhrroouugghh ssppiirriittuuaall rreecceeppttiioonn ooff tthhee WWoorrdd ooff
GGoodd,,

Romans 10:17 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. 

John 20:31 
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name. 

2 Timothy 3:15 
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

66.. IItt iiss tthhrroouugghh ffaaiitthh tthhaatt wwee rreecceeiivvee aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffrroomm GGoodd,,
Matthew 8:13 

13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant 
was healed in the selfsame hour. 

Matthew 9:29-30 
29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith 
be it unto you. 
30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged 
them, saying, See that no man know it. 

Matthew 17:20 
20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for 
verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be 
impossible unto you. 

Matthew 21:21 
21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this 
which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it 
shall be done. 

Mark 9:23 
23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth. 

IIIIII TThhee LLiiffee ooff FFaaiitthh
11.. TThhee lliiffee ooff ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd lleeaavveess nnoo rroooomm ffoorr ssiinn oorr aannyy wwoorrkk ooff

tthhee fflleesshh,, HHaabbaakkkkuukk 22::44;;
Romans 14:23 

23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he 
eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 
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22.. WWee nnoott oonnllyy ssttaarrtt oouurr CChhrriissttiiaann lliiffee tthhrroouugghh ffaaiitthh bbuutt ggoo oonn bbyy
ffaaiitthh ffrroomm sstteepp ttoo sstteepp,, RRoommaannss 11::1166,, 1177;;

Romans 5:1 
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Romans 9:33 
33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and 
rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed. 

Romans 10:9 
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

Isaiah 41:10 
10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

Proverbs 4:18 
18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 
18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

33.. FFaaiitthh iinn GGoodd,, aanndd nnoott tthhee wwoorrkkss ooff tthhee LLaaww,, iiss oouurr jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn
iinn tthhee ssiigghhtt ooff GGoodd,,

Galatians 3:6-14 
6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness. 
7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are 
the children of Abraham. 
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 
Abraham. 
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to 
do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, 
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them 
shall live in them. 
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree: 
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of 
the Spirit through faith. 

Philippians 3:9 
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

Genesis 15:6 
6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness. 

Acts 10:43 
43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of 
sins. 

Acts 13:39 
39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

4. Perseverance to the end is given through faith, Hebrews 10:35-
39;

Hebrews 4:3 
3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, 
As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: 
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although the works were finished from the foundation of the 
world. 

Deuteronomy 8:3 
3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed 
thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. 

John 5:24 
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life. 

John 20:31 
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name. 

Colossians 1:21-23 
21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 
22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy 
and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 
23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every creature which is 
under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 

James 2:5 
5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom 
which he hath promised to them that love him? 

NOTES:
GGoodd hhaass ssppeecciiaallllyy uusseedd aa sshhoorrtt ppaassssaaggee ooff SSccrriippttuurree nnuummeerroouuss

ttiimmeess ttoo bbrriinngg ssaallvvaattiioonn ttoo mmeenn aanndd wwoommeenn.. TThhiiss ppaassssaaggee iiss
rreeccoorrddeedd ffoouurr ttiimmeess iinn HHoollyy WWrriitt,, aappppeeaarriinngg tthhee ffiirrsstt ttiimmee iinn aa
mmoorree ccoommpplleettee ffoorrmm tthhaann iinn tthhee ssuucccceeeeddiinngg tthhrreeee ttiimmeess.. GGoodd
ssppookkee tthheessee wwoorrddss ttoo tthhee lliisstteenniinngg hheeaarrtt ooff MMaarrttiinn LLuutthheerr,, aanndd,, aass
aa rreessuulltt,, LLuutthheerr wwaass ssaavveedd.. JJoohhnn WWeesslleeyy,, aallssoo,, hheeaarrdd tthheemm;; aanndd
tthhrroouugghh aa ccoommpprreehheennssiioonn ooff tthhee mmeeaanniinngg ooff tthheessee ffeeww wwoorrddss hhee
ffeelltt hhiiss ““hheeaarrtt ssttrraannggeellyy wwaarrmmeedd”” bbyy tthhee wwiittnneessss ooff tthhee SSppiirriitt ttoo
hhiiss ssaallvvaattiioonn.. TThheessee iimmppoorrttaanntt wwoorrddss aarree:: ““TThhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy
ffaaiitthh,,”” oorr,, aass tthheeyy aarree oorriiggiinnaallllyy wwrriitttteenn,, ““TThhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy hhiiss
ffaaiitthh..”” LLeett uuss ccoonnssiiddeerr tthheemm,, tthheeiirr mmeeaanniinngg,, aanndd tthheeiirr aapppplliiccaattiioonn
ttoo oouurr lliivveess..

IItt iiss oobbvviioouuss tthhaatt,, eevveenn tthhoouugghh tthheessee wwoorrddss hhaavvee bbeeeenn uusseedd bbyy
tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt iinn lleeaaddiinngg mmeenn ttoo tthhee bblleesssseeddnneessss ooff ffoorrggiivveenneessss ooff
ssiinnss,, wwhhiicchh eexxppeerriieennccee wwee ccaallll jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn bbyy ffaaiitthh,, aa ggrreeaatt ddeeaall ooff
tthhee mmeessssaaggee ccoonnttaaiinneedd iinn tthheemm iiss ddiirreecctteedd ttoo tthhee jjuusstt --–– tthhee
aallrreeaaddyy rreeddeeeemmeedd aanndd ppaarrddoonneedd iinnddiivviidduuaall.. TThheeyy aarree,, aass eevveerryy
ppoorrttiioonn ooff tthhee WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd iiss,, lliiffee ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo sseeeekk lliiffee,, aanndd
ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo pprreeffeerr tthhee wwaayyss ooff ddaarrkknneessss.. TThheeyy
ccoonnttaaiinn aa pprroommiissee ffrroomm AAllmmiigghhttyy GGoodd.. TThheeyy sshhooww aann oobblliiggaattiioonn
tthhaatt rreessttss uuppoonn mmaann.. TThheeyy pprroovvee tthhaatt mmaann ccaann bbee mmaaddee
rriigghhtteeoouuss aanndd hhaavvee ffaaiitthh.. TThheeyy ggiivvee hhooppee aanndd ccoommffoorrtt aanndd ppooiinntt
tthhee wwaayy ffoorr mmeenn ooff GGoodd,, ooff aallll ccaalllliinnggss aanndd rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess,, ttoo
kknnooww tthhee wwiillll ooff GGoodd ssoo eeaacchh oonnee ccaann wwaallkk iinn tthhee wwaayy tthhaatt GGoodd
hhaass llaaiidd oouutt ffoorr hhiimm.. IItt iiss tthhrroouugghh tthhee pprriinncciippllee ttaauugghhtt bbyy tthheessee
ffeeww wwoorrddss tthhaatt tthhee wwoorrkk ffoorr tthhee KKiinnggddoomm iiss ccaarrrriieedd oonn,,
mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd,, ddiirreecctteedd,, aanndd ppllaannnneedd.. HHeerree iiss aa kkeeyy ttoo tthhee wwhhoollee ooff
oouurr ooppeerraattiioonnss ffoorr GGoodd aanndd HHiiss ccaauussee..

SSaallvvaattiioonn bbyy FFaaiitthh
““BByy ggrraaccee aarree yyee ssaavveedd tthhrroouugghh ffaaiitthh;; aanndd tthhaatt nnoott ooff

yyoouurrsseellvveess:: iitt iiss tthhee ggiifftt ooff GGoodd”” ((EEpphheessiiaannss 22::88)).. IInn ootthheerr wwoorrddss,,
tthhee SSccrriippttuurreess tteellll uuss tthhaatt ssaallvvaattiioonn iiss aa ggiifftt ooff GGoodd,, aanndd wwee
rreecceeiivvee iitt bbyy ggrraaccee tthhrroouugghh ffaaiitthh.. ““TThheerreeffoorree bbeeiinngg jjuussttiiffiieedd bbyy
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ffaaiitthh,, wwee hhaavvee ppeeaaccee wwiitthh GGoodd tthhrroouugghh oouurr LLoorrdd JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt””
((RRoommaannss 55::11)).. ““AAbbrraahhaamm bbeelliieevveedd GGoodd,, aanndd iitt wwaass ccoouunntteedd uunnttoo
hhiimm ffoorr rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss”” ((Romans 4:3 3 For what saith the 
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him 
for righteousness. Galatians 3:6 6 Even as Abraham believed God, 
and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Genesis 15:6 6 

And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness. )).. PPaauull tthhee AAppoossttllee wwrroottee:: ““II hhaavvee ssuuffffeerreedd tthhee
lloossss ooff aallll tthhiinnggss,, .. .. .. tthhaatt II mmaayy wwiinn CChhrriisstt,, aanndd bbee ffoouunndd iinn hhiimm,,
nnoott hhaavviinngg mmiinnee oowwnn rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,, wwhhiicchh iiss ooff tthhee llaaww,, bbuutt tthhaatt
wwhhiicchh iiss tthhrroouugghh tthhee ffaaiitthh ooff CChhrriisstt,, tthhee rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss wwhhiicchh iiss ooff
GGoodd bbyy ffaaiitthh”” ((PPhhiilliippppiiaannss 33::88,, 99))..

IItt iiss eevviiddeenntt hheerree tthhaatt wwhhiillee tthheessee wwoorrddss ooff oouurr lleessssoonn tteexxtt aarree
ddiirreecctteedd ttoo ssaaiinnttss,, tthheeyy aallssoo hhaavvee aann iimmppoorrttaanntt mmeessssaaggee ttoo
ssiinnnneerrss,, ffoorr iiff oonnee iiss ttoo wwaallkk bbyy ffaaiitthh hhee mmuusstt ffiirrsstt eenntteerr tthhee lliiffee
ooff ffaaiitthh;; aanndd,, ccoonnvveerrsseellyy,, iiff oonnee eenntteerrss tthhee lliiffee ooff ffaaiitthh hhee mmuusstt
tthheenn wwaallkk bbyy ffaaiitthh..

FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt --–– wwiitthhoouutt iitt nnoo oonnee ccaann pplleeaassee GGoodd
((Hebrews 11:6 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: 
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.)).. FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt
--–– wwiitthhoouutt iitt nnoo oonnee ccaann bbee ssaavveedd ((Hebrews 11:6 6 But without 
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him. James 1:5-7 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he 
shall receive any thing of the Lord.)).. FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt --––
wwiitthhoouutt iitt wwee ssiinn ((2 Corinthians 5:7 7 (For we walk by faith, not 
by sight:)).. FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt --–– wwiitthhoouutt iitt wwee ccaannnnoott
oovveerrccoommee ((1 John 5:4 4 For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.)).. FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt --–– wwiitthhoouutt iitt wwee aarree
uunnssttaabbllee ((2 Chronicles 20:20 20 And they rose early in the 
morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they 
went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so 
shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper))..
FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt --–– wwee nneeeedd iitt ttoo ““qquueenncchh aallll tthhee ffiieerryy ddaarrttss ooff
tthhee wwiicckkeedd”” ((EEpphheessiiaannss 66::1166)).. FFaaiitthh iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt --–– wwee nneeeedd iitt
““aabboovvee aallll”” tthhee ootthheerr iitteemmss ooff ssppiirriittuuaall aarrmmaammeenntt ((Ephesians 
6:16 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked))..

AA ssiinnnneerr ccoommiinngg ttoo GGoodd iiss ffoorrggiivveenn ooff hhiiss ssiinnss,, jjuussttiiffiieedd bbyy
GGoodd’’ss ffrreeee ggrraaccee,, rreeggeenneerraatteedd bbyy tthhee BBlloooodd,, aanndd aaddoopptteedd iinnttoo tthhee
ffaammiillyy ooff GGoodd tthhrroouugghh ddiivviinnee mmeerrccyy,, ““bbyy ggrraaccee .. .. .. tthhrroouugghh ffaaiitthh..””
NNoonnee ooff tthheessee gglloorriioouuss pprroovviissiioonnss ooff GGoodd’’ss ssaallvvaattiioonn aarree
ppeerrffoorrmmeedd ffoorr tthhee ppeenniitteenntt iiff hhee ddoouubbttss GGoodd oorr ffaaiillss ttoo bbeelliieevvee tthhee
ddiivviinnee pprroommiissee ccoonncceerrnniinngg hhiimm.. IItt iiss oonnllyy tthhrroouugghh ffaaiitthh tthhaatt wwee
ccaann aaccttuuaallllyy ccoommee ttoo GGoodd;; aanndd aa cceerrttaaiinn mmeeaassuurree ooff ffaaiitthh iiss
iinncclluuddeedd iinn eevveerryy pprraayyeerr ddiirreecctteedd ttoo tthhee TThhrroonnee,, ffoorr wwhhyy wwoouulldd aann
iinnddiivviidduuaall pprraayy ttoo GGoodd iiff hhee ddiidd nnoott hhaavvee aa cceerrttaaiinn mmeeaassuurree ooff
ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd?? ““HHee tthhaatt ddoouubbtteetthh iiss ddaammnneedd”” ((RRoommaannss 1144::2233)),, bbuutt
wwhhoossooeevveerr bbeelliieevveetthh sshhaallll nnoott ppeerriisshh,, bbuutt hhaavvee eetteerrnnaall lliiffee ((JJoohhnn
33::1155)).. ““IIff tthhoouu sshhaalltt ccoonnffeessss wwiitthh tthhyy mmoouutthh tthhee LLoorrdd JJeessuuss,, aanndd
sshhaalltt bbeelliieevvee iinn tthhiinnee hheeaarrtt .. .. .. tthhoouu sshhaalltt bbee ssaavvee”” ((RRoommaannss
1100::99))..

TThhee JJuusstt PPeerrssoonn’’ss LLiiffee OOnnee ooff FFaaiitthh
EExxaammiinniinngg tthhee oorriiggiinnaall ssttaatteemmeenntt ooff oouurr tteexxtt,, wwee ffiinndd tthhaatt iitt
iinncclluuddeess tthhee ppeerrssoonnaall pprroonnoouunn ““hhiiss..”” HHeerree aa pprrooffoouunndd ttrruutthh iiss
ssuuggggeesstteedd aanndd ttaauugghhtt.. ““TThhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy ffaaiitthh,,”” ttoo bbee ssuurree,,
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bbuutt iitt iiss iimmppoorrttaanntt tthhaatt tthhaatt ffaaiitthh bbee ““hhiiss..””
OOnnee mmiigghhtt ffeeeell tthhaatt hhee ccoouulldd llaayy ccllaaiimm ttoo CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy aanndd

ggooddlliinneessss bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss ooff hhiiss ppaarreennttss oorr ooff tthhoossee
aarroouunndd hhiimm.. HHee mmiigghhtt bbaassee hhiiss eetteerrnnaall hhooppee oonn aa tteexxtt sseeppaarraatteedd
ffrroomm iittss ccoonntteexxtt,, ssuucchh aass:: ““TThhee uunnbbeelliieevviinngg hhuussbbaanndd iiss ssaannccttiiffiieedd
bbyy tthhee wwiiffee,, aanndd tthhee uunnbbeelliieevviinngg wwiiffee iiss ssaannccttiiffiieedd bbyy tthhee
hhuussbbaanndd,,”” ssaayyiinngg tthhaatt rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss iiss iimmppuutteedd ttoo hhiimm bbeeccaauussee ooff
tthhee pprraayyeerrss ooff aannootthheerr.. AA cchhiilldd ooff CChhrriissttiiaann ppaarreennttss mmiigghhtt sseeeekk ttoo
ttaakkee rreeffuuggee iinn aa ssiimmiillaarrllyy iissoollaatteedd tteexxtt:: ““BBeelliieevvee oonn tthhee LLoorrdd JJeessuuss
CChhrriisstt,, aanndd tthhoouu sshhaalltt bbee ssaavveedd,, aanndd tthhyy hhoouussee”” ((AAccttss 1166::3311)),,
ddiissttoorrttiinngg iittss ttrruuee mmeessssaaggee ttoo mmeeaann tthhaatt bbeeccaauussee hhiiss ffaatthheerr oorr
mmootthheerr pprraayyeedd ffoorr hhiimm hhee ccoouulldd nneevveerr bbee lloosstt.. SSoommee hhaavvee ffeelltt
tthhaatt bbeeccaauussee ooff ggooddllyy ppaarreennttss tthheeyy wwiillll bbee ssaavveedd eevveennttuuaallllyy,, nnoo
mmaatttteerr hhooww rreebbeelllliioouussllyy tthheeyy aacctt dduurriinngg tthheeiirr lliiffeettiimmee oorr hhooww mmaannyy
ttiimmeess tthheeyy ttuurrnn tthhee mmeerrccyy ooff GGoodd aassiiddee.. BBuutt tthhiiss ssiimmppllee tteexxtt ooff
oouurr lleessssoonn pprroovveess tthhee eerrrroorr ooff aallll tthheessee ccoonntteennttiioonnss,, ffoorr ““tthhee jjuusstt
sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy hhiiss ffaaiitthh..””

WWee sseeee bbyy tthhiiss tthhaatt aallll mmuusstt ccoommee ttoo GGoodd,, aasskkiinngg ffoorr
ffoorrggiivveenneessss ooff ssiinnss,, aanndd rreecceeiivvee tthhee ggrreeaatteerr ffaaiitthh tthhaatt ccoommeess
tthhrroouugghh tthhee eexxeerrcciissee ooff tthhee lliittttllee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt iiss oorriiggiinnaallllyy pprreesseenntt iinn
tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff aa ppeenniitteenntt ssiinnnneerr.. IIff hhee iiss ggooiinngg ttoo lliivvee bbyy ““hhiiss ffaaiitthh,,””
tthheenn iitt iiss oobbvviioouuss tthhaatt hhee mmuusstt hhaavvee ffaaiitthh.. IIff hhee iiss iinn aa ssttaattee ooff
rreebbeelllliioonn aaggaaiinnsstt GGoodd,, hhee oobbvviioouussllyy ddooeessnn’’tt hhaavvee tthhee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt iiss
nneecceessssaarryy ttoo lliivvee bbyy,, lleett aalloonnee ddiiee bbyy.. TThhee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt GGoodd rreeqquuiirreess
ooff uuss iiss tthhaatt ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh iiss pprreesseenntt iinn oouurr lliivveess ccoonnttiinnuuoouussllyy,, ddaayy
aafftteerr ddaayy,, nniigghhtt aafftteerr nniigghhtt..

TThhee ffaaiitthh wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee iiss tthhaatt ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh llooookkss ttoo GGoodd ffoorr
gguuiiddaannccee,, bbeeccaauussee wwee hhaavvee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt HHee wwiillll lleeaadd uuss.. TThhee ffaaiitthh
wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee iiss tthhaatt ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh llooookkss ttoo GGoodd ffoorr oouurr ddaaiillyy nneeeeddss,,
bbeeccaauussee wwee hhaavvee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt HHee wwiillll ttaakkee ccaarree ooff uuss.. TThhee ffaaiitthh wwee
mmuusstt hhaavvee iiss tthhaatt ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh llooookkss ttoo GGoodd ffoorr oouurr ssppiirriittuuaall
nnoouurriisshhmmeenntt,, bbeeccaauussee wwee hhaavvee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt HHee wwiillll ffeeeedd uuss ffrroomm HHiiss
HHoollyy WWoorrdd.. TThhee ffaaiitthh wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee iiss tthhaatt ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh llooookkss ttoo
GGoodd ffoorr oouurr ssaallvvaattiioonn aanndd ffoorr oouurr eetteerrnnaall hhooppee,, bbeeccaauussee wwee hhaavvee
ffaaiitthh tthhaatt iitt iiss HHiiss ggoooodd pplleeaassuurree ttoo ggiivvee uuss tthhee KKiinnggddoomm.. TThhee
ffaaiitthh wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee iiss tthhaatt ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh ccaann bbee pprreesseenntt iinn oouurr vveerryy
mmeemmbbeerrss,, tthhaatt aassssuurreess uuss tthhaatt tthheessee bbooddiieess wwiillll bbee qquuiicckkeenneedd bbyy
tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt ssoo wwee wwiillll bbee aabbllee ttoo mmeeeett oouurr ccoommiinngg LLoorrdd aanndd
SSaavviioouurr iinn tthhee sskkiieess.. TThhaatt iiss tthhee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee aanndd tthhee
ffaaiitthh tthhaatt wwee mmuusstt lliivvee bbyy..

DDuurriinngg tthhiiss bbrriieeff lliiffeettiimmee tthheerree aarree tthhoouussaannddss ooff ttiimmeess wwhheenn iitt
iiss iimmppeerraattiivvee tthhaatt wwee rreellyy oonn oouurr ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd ttoo ccaarrrryy uuss tthhrroouugghh..
PPaauull wwrroottee ooff ttrriibbuullaattiioonnss,, bbeettrraayyaallss,, aanndd ssuuffffeerriinnggss iinn bbooddyy aanndd
ssoouull,, aanndd wwee kknnooww tthhaatt iitt wwoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn iimmppoossssiibbllee ffoorr hhiimm ttoo
bbeeaarr aallll tthheessee tthhiinnggss iiff hhee hhaadd nnoott hhaadd ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd.. BBuutt eevveenn
tthhoouugghh wwee mmaayy nnoott hhaavvee ttoo ssuuffffeerr iinn tthhee ssaammee wwaayy aass hhee
ssuuffffeerreedd,, wwee ssttiillll wwiillll hhaavvee ttoo wwaallkk bbyy ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd..

TThhee cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd aarriisseess iinn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg ttoo ttaakkee uupp hhiiss wwoorrkk ooff
tthhee ddaayy,, nnoott iinn tthhee sseellff--ccoonnffiiddeennccee tthhaatt iiss ccoommmmoonn aammoonngg
uunnbbeelliieevveerrss bbuutt iinn tthhee ttrruusstt tthhaatt iiss aa rreessuulltt ooff ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd.. TThhee
cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd aasskkss GGoodd ffoorr gguuiiddaannccee dduurriinngg tthhee ddaayy,, ffoorr ssttrreennggtthh ttoo
ddoo tthhee dduuttiieess tthhaatt aarree hhiiss tthhaatt ddaayy,, aanndd ffoorr wwiissddoomm iinn aallll tthhiinnggss ssoo
hhiiss lliiffee ccaann bbee aa bblleessssiinngg ttoo mmaannyy.. HHee ccoonnsseeccrraatteess hhiiss lliiffee aanndd hhiiss
ddaayy ttoo GGoodd.. HHee aasskkss sseeccuurriittyy ffoorr tthhoossee nneeaarr aanndd ddeeaarr ttoo hhiimm aanndd
iinnvvookkeess tthhee bblleessssiinngg ooff GGoodd oonn eevveerryy eenntteerrpprriissee tthhaatt iiss ppuutt ffoorrtthh
ttoo tthhee hhoonnoouurr aanndd gglloorryy ooff GGoodd tthhaatt ddaayy.. HHee pprraayyss ffoorr tthhoossee wwhhoo
aarree ssuuffffeerriinngg iinn tthheeiirr bbooddiieess.. HHee pprraayyss ffoorr tthhee sseerrvvaannttss ooff GGoodd
wwhhoo aarree llaabboouurriinngg ffoorr tthhee ccaauussee ooff CChhrriisstt.. HHee ccoommmmiittss hhiiss wwaayy ttoo
GGoodd.. TThhee cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd ddooeess aallll tthhiiss bbeeccaauussee hhee hhaass ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd..
HHee kknnoowwss tthhaatt hhee iiss pprraayyiinngg ttoo aa GGoodd wwhhoo hheeaarrss aanndd aannsswweerrss
pprraayyeerr..
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HHooww ddiiffffeerreenntt iiss tthhee lliiffee ooff aa ssiinnnneerr!! HHee ddooeess nnoott lliivvee bbyy eevveenn
wwhhaatt ffaaiitthh mmaayy bbee hhiiss.. HHee lliivveess bbyy hhiiss oowwnn wwiissddoomm ---- aa wwiissddoomm
tthhaatt iiss lliimmiitteedd ttoo hhiiss ffiinniittee ccaappaacciittiieess.. HHee lliivveess bbyy hhiiss oowwnn
ffoorreessiigghhtt ---- aa ffoorreessiigghhtt tthhaatt iiss lliimmiitteedd ttoo tthhee kknnoowwlleeddggee ggaaiinneedd
ffrroomm hhiiss oowwnn eexxppeerriieennccee oorr wwhhaatt hhee kknnoowwss ooff tthhee eexxppeerriieennccee ooff
ootthheerrss.. HHee lliivveess bbyy hhiiss oowwnn ssttrreennggtthh ---- aa ssttrreennggtthh oorriiggiinnaallllyy ggiivveenn
hhiimm tthhrroouugghh tthhee ggooooddnneessss ooff GGoodd bbuutt wwhhiicchh hhee ttrriieess ttoo rreeiinnffoorrccee
bbyy mmaann’’ss sskkiillll.. TThhee ssiinnnneerr uussuuaallllyy ddeeddiiccaatteess hhiiss lliiffee ttoo hhiiss oowwnn
iimmmmeeddiiaattee ffaammiillyy cciirrccllee;; oorr,, iiff hhee iiss oonnee ooff tthhoossee wwhhoo llooookk bbeeyyoonndd
tthheeiirr oowwnn ffiirreessiiddee,, hhee ddeeddiiccaatteess hhiiss lliiffee ttoo tthhee wweellffaarree ooff mmaannkkiinndd
iinn ggeenneerraall.. TThhee sseeccuurriittyy aanndd bbeenneeffiittss hhee ggiivveess ttoo tthhoossee uunnddeerr hhiiss
iinnfflluueennccee oorr ccaarree aarree tthhee tthhiinnggss tthhaatt hhee ccaann bbuuyy oorr eeaarrnn wwiitthh tthhee
ssttrreennggtthh ooff hhiiss oowwnn hhaannddss oorr tthhee ssaaggaacciittyy ooff hhiiss oowwnn iinntteelllleecctt.. HHee
hhaass nnoo eetteerrnnaall hhooppee hhiimmsseellff aanndd nnoo aassssuurriinngg wwoorrddss ooff ccoommffoorrtt ttoo
ggiivvee ttoo aannootthheerr wwhheenn tthhaatt iinnddiivviidduuaall ccoommeess ffaaccee ttoo ffaaccee wwiitthh
eetteerrnniittyy.. AA ssiinnnneerr’’ss lliiffee aanndd aaccttiivviittiieess aarree cceennttrreedd aarroouunndd tthhiiss
pprreesseenntt eexxiisstteennccee aanndd,, ffoorr tthhee mmoosstt ppaarrtt,, aarroouunndd tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree
cchhoosseenn bbyy hhiimm ttoo bbee hhiiss aassssoocciiaatteess aanndd ccoommppaanniioonnss..

TThhee jjuusstt mmaann,, oonn tthhee ccoonnttrraarryy,, ggooeess ffrroomm ““ssttrreennggtthh ttoo
ssttrreennggtthh,,”” eevveenn tthhrroouugghh tthhee vvaalllleeyy ooff wweeeeppiinngg.. WWhheenn ttrroouubbllee oorr
aaddvveerrssiittyy ddeesscceennddss uuppoonn hhiimm,, tthhee jjuusstt mmaann ppuuttss hhiiss ffaaiitthh aanndd
ccoonnffiiddeennccee iinn GGoodd,, sseeeess GGoodd’’ss ddeelliivveerriinngg hhaanndd,, aanndd rreecceeiivveess
iinnwwaarrddllyy aa ddeeeepp,, aassssuurriinngg bblleessssiinngg,, eevveenn tthhoouugghh aa ssttoorrmm iiss
bbrreeaakkiinngg aaggaaiinnsstt hhiiss oouuttwwaarrdd ffrraammee.. TThhee jjuusstt mmaann sseeeess iinn tthhee
vvaalllleeyy ooff wweeeeppiinngg tthhee GGoodd ooff lloovvee wwhhoo aallwwaayyss lleeaaddss hhiimm ttoo
uullttiimmaattee vviiccttoorryy aanndd ffuullllnneessss ooff jjooyy.. HHiiss ssttrreennggtthh iiss iinn GGoodd;;
tthheerreeffoorree hhee iiss oonnee ooff tthhee bblleesssseedd aanndd hhaappppyy oonneess.. HHee wwiillll pprraaiissee
GGoodd eevveenn tthhoouugghh ttrroouubbllee sseettttlleess ddoowwnn uuppoonn hhiimm ffrroomm aallll ssiiddeess..

TToo ggoo ffrroomm ““ssttrreennggtthh ttoo ssttrreennggtthh”” iiss aa gglloorriioouuss eexxppeerriieennccee iinn
iittsseellff.. TThhee rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss ooff GGoodd iiss rreevveeaalleedd ttoo uuss ““ffrroomm ffaaiitthh ttoo
ffaaiitthh..”” TThheessee ttwwoo eexxpprreessssiioonnss aarree cclloosseellyy ccoonnnneecctteedd,, ffoorr iiff wwee
wwoouulldd ggoo ffrroomm ““ssttrreennggtthh ttoo ssttrreennggtthh”” wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee ggoonnee ffrroomm
““ffaaiitthh ttoo ffaaiitthh..””

LLeett uuss ccoonnssiiddeerr tthhee ccaassee ooff aa nneewwbboorrnn cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd wwhhoo ccoommeess
aaggaaiinnsstt hhiiss ffiirrsstt ooppppoossiittiioonn,, wwhhiicchh iiss,, iinn aaccttuuaalliittyy,, aa ttrraaiill ooff hhiiss
ffaaiitthh.. WWhheenn aa cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd lleeaannss hhaarrdd oonn GGoodd,, wwhhiillee iinn tthhee mmiiddsstt
ooff ttrriiaall,, hhee sseeeess hhiiss ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd hhoonnoouurreedd aanndd aa vviiccttoorryy
aaccccoommpplliisshheedd.. HHee iiss ssttrreennggtthheenneedd bbyy tthhee eexxppeerriieennccee,, ffoorr bbyy
eexxeerrttiinngg hhiiss ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd hhee hhaass rreecceeiivveedd nneeww ssttrreennggtthh ffrroomm GGoodd..
BBeeffoorree lloonngg,, tthhee cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd wwiillll uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy ffaaccee aannootthheerr ccrriissiiss
ooff ssoommee kkiinndd,, ppeerrhhaappss aalloonngg aa ddiiffffeerreenntt lliinnee tthhaann tthhee ffoorrmmeerr tteesstt
oorr ttrriiaall.. AAggaaiinn hhee lleeaannss oonn GGoodd,, wwiitthh nneeww wwiilllliinnggnneessss aanndd
iinnccrreeaasseedd ffaaiitthh,, bbeeccaauussee hhee nnooww hhaass tthhee kknnoowwlleeddggee tthhaatt wwhheenn hhee
ddiidd iitt oonn tthhee ffoorrmmeerr ooccccaassiioonn GGoodd wwaass nneeaarr ttoo ddeelliivveerr hhiimm.. AAggaaiinn
GGoodd hhoonnoouurrss tthhee ffaaiitthh aanndd ggiivveess hhiimm tthhee ssttrreennggtthh hhee nneeeeddss..

TThhee ggrreeaatteerr ttrriiaall wwaass tthhee tteesstt ooff aa ggrreeaatteerr ffaaiitthh,, wwhhiicchh,, iinn ttuurrnn,,
bbrroouugghhtt ggrreeaatteerr ssttrreennggtthh ffrroomm GGoodd.. HHee hhaass ggoonnee ffrroomm ““ffaaiitthh ttoo
ffaaiitthh”” aanndd ffrroomm ““ssttrreennggtthh ttoo ssttrreennggtthh..””

SSoo iitt iiss aallll tthhrroouugghh tthhee lliiffee ooff aa CChhrriissttiiaann.. EEaacchh ttrriiaall ffoorrttiiffiieess tthhee
cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd aanndd ssttrreennggtthheennss hhiimm ffoorr tthhee ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess,, wwhhiicchh aarree ssttiillll
ttoo ccoommee;; aanndd wwhheenn hhee llooookkss ttoo GGoodd ffoorr hheellpp,, wwhhiillee iinn tthhee hheeaatt ooff
tthhee ffuurrnnaaccee,, hhee iiss ssttrreennggtthheenneedd aanndd mmaaddee mmoorree ccoonnffiiddeenntt iinn GGoodd..
TThhee ffaaiitthh tthhaatt wwaass oorriiggiinnaallllyy ppllaanntteedd iinn hhiiss hheeaarrtt hhaass iinnccrreeaasseedd
aanndd ddeevveellooppeedd tthhrroouugghh tthhee ooppppoossiittiioonnss hhee ffaacceedd aanndd oovveerrccaammee
tthhrroouugghh tthhee lloovvee aanndd mmeerrccyy ooff GGoodd tthhaatt hhaass bbeeeenn mmaanniiffeesstteedd
ttoowwaarrdd hhiimm..

AA jjuusstt mmaann llooookkss ffoorrwwaarrdd wwiitthh ccoonnffiiddeennccee,, wwiitthh ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd,, ttoo
tthhee ccrriisseess tthhaatt hhee kknnoowwss mmuusstt ccoommee ttoo hhiimm iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt hhiiss ffaaiitthh
mmaayy bbee ttrriieedd.. IInn tthhiiss hhee lliivveess ““bbyy hhiiss ffaaiitthh..”” HHiiss pprraayyeerr aanndd
aassssuurraannccee iiss:: ““HHee kknnoowweetthh tthhee wwaayy tthhaatt II ttaakkee:: wwhheenn hhee hhaatthh
ttrriieedd mmee,, II sshhaallll ccoommee ffoorrtthh aass ggoolldd””;; aanndd ““TThhoouugghh hhee ssllaayy mmee,,
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QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. LLooookk uupp tthhee ffoouurr ttiimmeess tthhaatt tthhee

wwoorrddss,, ““TThhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy
ffaaiitthh,,”” aarree wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee
BBiibbllee.. RReeaadd tthhee vveerrsseess tthhaatt
pprreecceeddee aanndd ssuucccceeeedd eeaacchh
qquuoottaattiioonn..

22.. WWhhaatt iiss tthhee mmeeaanniinngg ooff ggooiinngg
““ffrroomm ssttrreennggtthh ttoo ssttrreennggtthh””??

33.. HHooww iiss ggooiinngg ““ffrroomm ffaaiitthh ttoo ffaaiitthh””
ccoonnnneecctteedd wwiitthh ““ffrroomm
ssttrreennggtthh ttoo ssttrreennggtthh””??

44.. WWhhaatt ddooeess tthhee PPssaallmmiisstt ssaayy
aabboouutt sseerrvviiccee iinn tthhee HHoouussee ooff
GGoodd aass ccoommppaarreedd wwiitthh tthhee
lliiffee ooff ssiinnnneerrss??

55.. MMeemmoorriizzee PPssaallmm 8844::1111..
66.. HHooww iiss LLuukkee 22::3366--3388 aa ffuullffiillmmeenntt

ooff PPssaallmm 8844??
77.. WWhhaatt ttwwoo vveerryy pprroommiinneenntt mmeenn iinn

tthhee CChhuurrcchh wweerree ssaavveedd
tthhrroouugghh tthhiiss tteexxtt??

88.. GGiivvee tthhee SSccrriippttuurraall ddeeffiinniittiioonn ooff
ffaaiitthh..

99.. EExxppllaaiinn wwhhyy ffaaiitthh iiss nneecceessssaarryy,,
qquuoottiinngg SSccrriippttuurree ppaassssaaggeess ttoo
ssuuppppoorrtt yyoouurr ssttaatteemmeennttss..

HHooww ccaann wwee ddeetteerrmmiinnee tthhee wwiillll ooff GGoodd
tthhrroouugghh tthhee lliiffee ooff ffaaiitthh??

yyeett wwiillll II ttrruusstt hhiimm..”” HHeerree,, aallssoo,, hhee iiss lliivviinngg ““bbyy hhiiss ffaaiitthh..”” WWhheenn
hhee llooookkss bbaacckk aatt tthhee vviiccttoorriieess aanndd aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss tthhaatt aarree
bbeehhiinndd hhiimm,, hhee ttaakkeess nnoo ccrreeddiitt ffoorr eevveenn aa ssiinnggllee oonnee,, bbuutt,, rraatthheerr,,
ssaayyss ttoo hhiimmsseellff:: ““WWhhaatt hhaass tthhoouu tthhaatt tthhoouu ddiiddsstt nnoott rreecceeiivvee??
NNooww iiff tthhoouu ddiiddsstt rreecceeiivvee iitt,, wwhhyy ddoosstt tthhoouu gglloorryy,, aass iiff tthhoouu hhaaddsstt
nnoott rreecceeiivveedd iitt??””((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 44::77)).. HHee kknnoowwss tthhee OOnnee wwhhoo iiss
eennttiittlleedd ttoo tthhee gglloorryy aanndd hhee kknnoowwss hhooww tthhee vviiccttoorriieess aanndd
aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss wweerree rreecceeiivveedd ffrroomm tthhaatt OOnnee..

KKnnoowwiinngg tthhee WWiillll ooff GGoodd bbyy tthhee EExxeerrcciissee ooff FFaaiitthh
TThheerree aarree mmaannyy aavveennuueess ooff bblleessssiinngg aanndd CChhrriissttiiaann eexxppeerriieennccee

tthhaatt aarree uunneexxpplloorreedd bbyy uuss.. TThheerree aarree hheeiigghhttss aanndd ddeepptthhss tthhaatt wwee,,
iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy,, hhaavvee nnoott ssccaalleedd oorr ssoouunnddeedd.. WWee mmuusstt ““eeaarrnneessttllyy
ccoonntteenndd ffoorr tthhee ffaaiitthh wwhhiicchh wwaass oonnccee ddeelliivveerreedd uunnttoo tthhee ssaaiinnttss””
((JJuuddee 33)).. OOnnee mmaayy hhaavvee rreeaacchheedd aa cceerrttaaiinn ggooaall wwhhiillee aannootthheerr
ppeerrssoonn mmaayy hhaavvee cclliimmbbeedd ttoo aannootthheerr ggooaall.. BBuutt wwee aallll nneeeedd ttoo
mmaakkee ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss pprrooggrreessss iinn GGoodd iiff wwee aarree ttoo bbee ““ppeerrffeecctt aanndd
eennttiirree,, wwaannttiinngg nnootthhiinngg”” ((JJaammeess 11::44)).. SSaaddllyy,, wwee ccaann sseeee tthhaatt
tthheerree aarree mmaannyy wwhhoo hhaavvee nnoott bbeegguunn ttoo tteesstt tthhee ggooooddnneessss aanndd
lloovvee ooff GGoodd aanndd ttoo kknnooww hhooww vviittaallllyy iinntteerreesstteedd HHee iiss iinn uuss,, iinn aallll
tthhaatt wwee ddoo oorr aarree ffoorr HHiimm..

TThhee hhiigghheesstt iiddeeaall tthhaatt aa ggooddllyy ppeerrssoonn hhaass iiss tthhaatt hhee mmiigghhtt bbee
iinn tthhee ppeerrffeecctt wwiillll ooff GGoodd.. TToo bbee iinn tthhee cceennttrree ooff GGoodd’’ss wwiillll iiss aa
ggooddllyy ppeerrssoonn’’ss uuttmmoosstt ddeessiirree.. HHooww ccaann hhee kknnooww tthhee ppeerrffeecctt wwiillll
ooff GGoodd aanndd bbee aabbllee ttoo wwaallkk iinn iitt oonnccee hhee kknnoowwss iitt?? TThhee aannsswweerr iiss
ffoouunndd iinn oouurr sshhoorrtt tteexxtt:: ““TThhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy hhiiss ffaaiitthh..””

IInn tthhee ffiirrsstt ppllaaccee,, wwee mmuusstt rreeaalliizzee tthhaatt tthhee GGoodd wwhhoo nnootteess tthhee
ffaallll ooff tthhee ssppaarrrrooww,, wwhhoo nnuummbbeerrss tthhee hhaaiirrss ooff oouurr hheeaaddss,, aanndd wwhhoo
iiss mmiinnddffuull ooff oouurr eevveerryy nneeeedd,, iiss vviittaallllyy aanndd ppeerrssoonnaallllyy iinntteerreesstteedd iinn
uuss.. WWee mmuusstt rreeaalliizzee tthhaatt HHee lloovveess uuss.. WWee mmuusstt rreeaalliizzee tthhaatt HHee iiss
ccoonncceerrnneedd aabboouutt uuss,, rreeggaarrddiinngg eevveerryy iinncciiddeenntt aanndd ooccccaassiioonn tthhaatt
ccoommeess ttoo oouurr lliiffee.. IIff wwee rreeaallllyy bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt,, wwee ccaann bboollddllyy ccoommee ttoo
HHiimm ffoorr hheellpp,, ffoorr gguuiiddaannccee,, ffoorr ssttrreennggtthh,, oorr ffoorr aannyy ootthheerr tthhiinngg wwee
mmaayy nneeeedd.. HHee hhaass pprroommiisseedd tthhaatt HHee wwiillll ggrraanntt oouurr eevveerryy rreeqquueesstt,,
iiff iitt iiss iinn aaccccoorrdd wwiitthh HHiiss wwiillll.. HHeerree,, tthheenn,, iiss aa wwaayy ttoo ffiinndd tthhee wwiillll
ooff GGoodd.. IIff wwee hhaavvee tthhee ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd tthhaatt aalllloowwss uuss ttoo sstteepp bboollddllyy
oouutt oonn HHiiss pprroommiissee,, ssiinncceerreellyy aanndd ffuullllyy mmeeeettiinngg tthhee ccoonnddiittiioonnss HHee
hhaass sseett ffoorrtthh aass oobblliiggaattoorryy ttoo uuss,, wwee ccaann hhaavvee tthhee ccoonnffiiddeennccee tthhaatt
tthhee rreessuulltt wwiillll bbee HHiiss wwiillll ffoorr uuss..

IIff wwee ffeeeell tthhaatt GGoodd hhaass ggiivveenn uuss aa wwoorrkk ttoo ddoo,, wwee ccaann tteesstt tthhaatt
ccaallll bbyy tthhee pprroovviissiioonn HHee mmaakkeess ffoorr ccaarrrryyiinngg iitt oouutt.. GGooddllyy mmeenn aanndd
wwoommeenn ooff tthhee ppaasstt hhaavvee ddaarreedd ttoo sstteepp oouutt iinn ffaaiitthh mmaannyy ttiimmeess,, ttoo
sseeee GGoodd ccaarrrryy tthheemm tthhrroouugghh aanndd pprroovviiddee ffoorr tthheeiirr eevveerryy nneeeedd.. IIff
GGoodd wwaannttss uuss ttoo ssppeeaakk,, HHee hhaass pprroommiisseedd ttoo ggiivvee uuss tthhee wwiissddoomm
wwee nneeeedd.. IIff HHee wwaannttss uuss ttoo ggoo,, HHee wwiillll pprroovviiddee tthhee wwaayy aanndd
mmeeaannss ffoorr uuss ttoo ggoo.. IIff HHee wwaannttss uuss ttoo eenndduurree,, HHee wwiillll ggiivvee uuss
ggrraaccee ttoo ddoo ssoo.. TThhiiss iiss oouurr ffaaiitthh!! TThhiiss iiss oouurr ccoonnffiiddeennccee!! TThhiiss iiss
oouurr ttrruusstt!! WWee lliivvee bbyy tthhaatt ffaaiitthh.. IIff wwee ccaannnnoott ddoo tthhaatt,, wwee aaccttuuaallllyy
hhaavvee nnootthhiinngg uuppoonn wwhhiicchh wwee ccaann ddeeppeenndd..

OOhh,, hhooww ggrreeaatt iiss tthhee mmeerrccyy aanndd lloovvee ooff GGoodd!! HHooww wwoonnddeerrffuull
iiss HHiiss ggrreeaatt ppllaann ffoorr uuss aallll!! HHooww ssiimmppllee tthhaatt ppllaann iiss aanndd hhooww
ooppppoossiittee ttoo tthhee ssppiirriitt ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd aanndd ooff tthhee aaggee!! TThhoouugghh iitt iiss
bbeeyyoonndd oouurr ccoommpprreehheennssiioonn,, ssttiillll iitt iiss aattttaaiinnaabbllee.. IItt iiss aa lliiffee ooff
ssiimmppllee ttrruusstt iinn GGoodd –– aa lliiffee ooff ffaaiitthh.. IItt iiss oobblliiggaattoorryy uuppoonn aallll wwhhoo
bbeeaarr tthhee nnaammee ooff CChhrriisstt,, ffoorr ““tthhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy hhiiss ffaaiitthh..””


