“THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH”

BIBLE TEXT :_Psalm 84:1-12; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:16, 17; Galatians 3:10, 11; Hebrews 10:35-39

LESSON 313 Senior Course

MEMORY VERSE: “"Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no

pleasure in him” (Hebrews 10:38).

BIBLE TEXT in King James Version

Psalm 84:1-12

! How amiable are thy tabernacles,
O LORD of hosts!

> My soul longeth, yea, even
fainteth for the courts of the
LORD: my heart and my flesh
crieth out for the living God.
3Yea, the sparrow hath found an
house, and the swallow a nest for
herself, where she may lay her
young, even thine altars, O LORD
of hosts, my King, and my God.
*Blessed are they that dwell in thy
house: they will be still praising
thee. Selah.

> Blessed is the man whose
strength /s in thee; in whose heart
are the ways of them.

® Who passing through the valley
of Baca make it a well; the rain
also filleth the pools.

’They go from strength to
strength, every one of them in
Zion appeareth before God.

80 LORD God of hosts, hear my
prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob.
Selah.

9Behold, O God our shield, and
look upon the face of thine
anointed.

1For a day in thy courts is better
than a thousand. I had rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my
God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness.

1 For the LORD God /s a sun and
shield: the LORD will give grace
and glory: no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk
uprightly.

120 LORD of hosts, blessed /s the
man that trusteth in thee.

Habakkuk 2:4

BIBLE REFERENCES:

I The Joys and Compensations of True Worship
1. The House of God, where the presence of God dwells, is, to the

godly, the best place on earth, Psalm 84:1-4;

Psalm 23:6
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 26:8
8 LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the
place where thine honour dwelleth.

Psalm 27:4
4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after;
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my
life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his
temple.

Psalm 122:1
11 was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house
of the LORD.

1 Chronicles 29:3
3 Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of
my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver,
which I have given to the house of my God, over and above
all that I have prepared for the holy house,

Luke 2:36-37
36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had
lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;
37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years,
which departed not from the temple, but served God with
fastings and prayers night and day.

Luke 24:52
52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy:

Luke 24:53
53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing
God. Amen.

. Those who worship God in spirit and in truth are sustained

through their whole life, Psalm 84:5-8;
Psalm 95:6-7
6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before
the LORD our maker.
7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,
John 4:14
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
John 4:23
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
John 4:24
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth.

3. To be able to worship God unhindered is man’s greatest privi-

lege, Psalm 84:9-12;

Deuteronomy 12:5
5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose
out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his
habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:
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*Behold, his soul which is lifted up
is not upright in him: but the just
shall live by his faith.

Romans 1:16-17

18 For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live
by faith.

Galatians 3:10-11

1% For as many as are of the works
of the law are under the curse: for
it is written, Cursed /s every one
that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of
the law to do them.

1 But that no man is justified by
the law in the sight of God, it is
evident: for, The just shall live by
faith.

Hebrews 10:35-39

35 Cast not away therefore your
confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward.

3® For ye have need of patience,
that, after ye have done the will of
God, ye might receive the
promise.

37 For yet a little while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not
tarry.

38 Now the just shall live by faith:
but if any man draw back, my soul
shall have no pleasure in him.

39 But we are not of them who
draw back unto perdition; but of
them that believe to the saving of
the soul.

The Just shall live by Faith

Psalm 122:4
4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the
testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the
LORD.

Psalm 65:4
4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to
approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall
be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy
temple.

II Scriptural Definitions and Descriptions of Faith
1. Faith is not an intangible, merely theoretical formula or state of

mind, but is the substance of things hoped for and the
evidence of things not seen,

Hebrews 11:1-3
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear.

2 Corinthians 5:7
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

Galatians 5:6
6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.

2. Faith is necessary in order to please God and enter Heaven,

Hebrews 11:6
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

James 1:5-7
SIf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and
tossed.
7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of
the Lord.

1 Timothy 1:5
5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

1 John 5:4
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

Mark 11:22
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.

John 20:27
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it
into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.

Ephesians 6:16
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

Philippians 3:9-11
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable
unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the
dead.

3. Faith is capable of growth,

Luke 17:5

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.
1 Thessalonians 5:8

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the
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breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of
salvation.
1 Timothy 6:11-12
11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.
12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good
profession before many witnesses.
Hebrews 10:22
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and our bodies washed with pure water.
4. Faith can be lost,
Luke 18:8
8] tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless
when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth?
1 Timothy 1:18
18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to
the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them
mightest war a good warfare;
1 Timothy 1:19
19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having
put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:
5. Faith is received through spiritual reception of the Word of
God,
Romans 10:17
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.
John 20:31
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name.
2 Timothy 3:15
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.
6. It is through faith that we receive all blessings from God,
Matthew 8:13
13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant
was healed in the selfsame hour.
Matthew 9:29-30
29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith
be it unto you.
30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged
them, saying, See that no man know it.
Matthew 17:20
20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for
verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you.
Matthew 21:21
21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you,
If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this
which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it
shall be done.
Mark 9:23
23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth.

III The Life of Faith
1. The life of faith in God leaves no room for sin or any work of
the flesh, Habakkuk 2:4;
Romans 14:23
23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he
eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

3 0f 9



The Just shall live by Faith

2. We not only start our Christian life through faith but go on by
faith from step to step, Romans 1:16, 17;
Romans 5:1
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ:
Romans 9:33
33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and
rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be
ashamed.
Romans 10:9
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
Isaiah 41:10
10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.
Proverbs 4:18
18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
2 Corinthians 3:18
18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
3. Faith in God, and not the works of the Law, is our justification
in the sight of God,
Galatians 3:6-14
6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.
7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are
the children of Abraham.
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.
9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham.
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to
do them.
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God,
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them
shall live in them.
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree:
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of
the Spirit through faith.
Philippians 3:9
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
Genesis 15:6
6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for
righteousness.
Acts 10:43
43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of
sins.
Acts 13:39
39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
4. Perseverance to the end is given through faith, Hebrews 10:35-
39;
Hebrews 4:3
3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said,
As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest:
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although the works were finished from the foundation of the
world.

Deuteronomy 8:3
3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy
fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.

John 5:24
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life.

John 20:31
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name.

Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy
and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:
23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was preached to every creature which is
under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

James 2:5
5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that love him?

NOTES:

God has specially used a short passage of Scripture numerous
times to bring salvation to men and women. This passage is
recorded four times in Holy Writ, appearing the first time in a
more complete form than in the succeeding three times. God
spoke these words to the listening heart of Martin Luther, and, as
a result, Luther was saved. John Wesley, also, heard them; and
through a comprehension of the meaning of these few words he
felt his “heart strangely warmed” by the witness of the Spirit to
his salvation. These important words are: “The just shall live by
faith,” or, as they are originally written, "The just shall live by his
faith.” Let us consider them, their meaning, and their application
to our lives.

It is obvious that, even though these words have been used by
the Holy Spirit in leading men to the blessedness of forgiveness of
sins, which experience we call justification by faith, a great deal of
the message contained in them is directed to the just -— the
already redeemed and pardoned individual. They are, as every
portion of the Word of God is, life to those who seek life, and
condemnation to those who prefer the ways of darkness. They
contain a promise from Almighty God. They show an obligation
that rests upon man. They prove that man can be made
righteous and have faith. They give hope and comfort and point
the way for men of God, of all callings and responsibilities, to
know the will of God so each one can walk in the way that God
has laid out for him. It is through the principle taught by these
few words that the work for the Kingdom is carried on,
maintained, directed, and planned. Here is a key to the whole of
our operations for God and His cause.

Salvation by Faith

"By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). In other words,
the Scriptures tell us that salvation is a gift of God, and we
receive it by grace through faith. “Therefore being justified by
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faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Romans 5:1). “Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto

him for righteousness” (Romans 4:3 3 For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him
for righteousness. Galatians 3:6 6 Even as Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Genesis 15:6 6
And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for
righteousness. ). Paul the Apostle wrote: "I have suffered the
loss of all things, . . . that I may win Christ, and be found in him,
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith” (Philippians 3:8, 9).

It is evident here that while these words of our lesson text are
directed to saints, they also have an important message to
sinners, for if one is to walk by faith he must first enter the life
of faith; and, conversely, if one enters the life of faith he must
then walk by faith.

Faith is all-important — without it no one can please God
(Hebrews 11:6 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.). Faith is all-important
-— without it no one can be saved (Hebrews 11:6 6 But without
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him. James 1:5-7 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he
shall receive any thing of the Lord.). Faith is all-important -—
without it we sin (2 Corinthians 5:7 7 (For we walk by faith, not
by sight:). Faith is all-important -— without it we cannot
overcome (1 John 5:4 4 For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.). Faith is all-important -— without it we are
unstable (2 Chronicles 20:20 20 And they rose early in the
morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they
went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and
ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so

shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper).
Faith is all-important -— we need it to “quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16). Faith is all-important -— we need it
“above all” the other items of spiritual armament (Ephesians
6:16 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked).

A sinner coming to God is forgiven of his sins, justified by
God’s free grace, regenerated by the Blood, and adopted into the
family of God through divine mercy, “by grace . . . through faith.”
None of these glorious provisions of God's salvation are
performed for the penitent if he doubts God or fails to believe the
divine promise concerning him. It is only through faith that we
can actually come to God; and a certain measure of faith is
included in every prayer directed to the Throne, for why would an
individual pray to God if he did not have a certain measure of
faith in God? “He that doubteth is damned” (Romans 14:23), but
whosoever believeth shall not perish, but have eternal life (John
3:15). “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart . . . thou shalt be save” (Romans
10:9).

The Just Person'’s Life One of Faith

Examining the original statement of our text, we find that it
includes the personal pronoun “his.” Here a profound truth is
suggested and taught. “The just shall live by faith,” to be sure,
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but it is important that that faith be “his.”

One might feel that he could lay claim to Christianity and
godliness because of the righteousness of his parents or of those
around him. He might base his eternal hope on a text separated
from its context, such as: “The unbelieving husband is sanctified
by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the
husband,” saying that righteousness is imputed to him because of
the prayers of another. A child of Christian parents might seek to
take refuge in a similarly isolated text: “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31),
distorting its true message to mean that because his father or
mother prayed for him he could never be lost. Some have felt
that because of godly parents they will be saved eventually, no
matter how rebelliously they act during their lifetime or how many
times they turn the mercy of God aside. But this simple text of
our lesson proves the error of all these contentions, for “the just
shall live by his faith.”

We see by this that all must come to God, asking for
forgiveness of sins, and receive the greater faith that comes
through the exercise of the little faith that is originally present in
the heart of a penitent sinner. If he is going to live by “his faith,”
then it is obvious that he must have faith. If he is in a state of
rebellion against God, he obviously doesn't have the faith that is
necessary to live by, let alone die by. The faith that God requires
of us is that faith which is present in our lives continuously, day
after day, night after night.

The faith we must have is that faith which looks to God for
guidance, because we have faith that He will lead us. The faith
we must have is that faith which looks to God for our daily needs,
because we have faith that He will take care of us. The faith we
must have is that faith which looks to God for our spiritual
nourishment, because we have faith that He will feed us from His
Holy Word. The faith we must have is that faith which looks to
God for our salvation and for our eternal hope, because we have
faith that it is His good pleasure to give us the Kingdom. The
faith we must have is that faith which can be present in our very
members, that assures us that these bodies will be quickened by
the Holy Spirit so we will be able to meet our coming Lord and
Saviour in the skies. That is the faith that we must have and the
faith that we must live by.

During this brief lifetime there are thousands of times when it
is imperative that we rely on our faith in God to carry us through.
Paul wrote of tribulations, betrayals, and sufferings in body and
soul, and we know that it would have been impossible for him to
bear all these things if he had not had faith in God. But even
though we may not have to suffer in the same way as he
suffered, we still will have to walk by faith in God.

The child of God arises in the morning to take up his work of
the day, not in the self-confidence that is common among
unbelievers but in the trust that is a result of faith in God. The
child of God asks God for guidance during the day, for strength to
do the duties that are his that day, and for wisdom in all things so
his life can be a blessing to many. He consecrates his life and his
day to God. He asks security for those near and dear to him and
invokes the blessing of God on every enterprise that is put forth
to the honour and glory of God that day. He prays for those who
are suffering in their bodies. He prays for the servants of God
who are labouring for the cause of Christ. He commits his way to
God. The child of God does all this because he has faith in God.
He knows that he is praying to a God who hears and answers
prayer.
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How different is the life of a sinner! He does not live by even
what faith may be his. He lives by his own wisdom -- a wisdom
that is limited to his finite capacities. He lives by his own
foresight -- a foresight that is limited to the knowledge gained
from his own experience or what he knows of the experience of
others. He lives by his own strength -- a strength originally given
him through the goodness of God but which he tries to reinforce
by man’s skill. The sinner usually dedicates his life to his own
immediate family circle; or, if he is one of those who look beyond
their own fireside, he dedicates his life to the welfare of mankind
in general. The security and benefits he gives to those under his
influence or care are the things that he can buy or earn with the
strength of his own hands or the sagacity of his own intellect. He
has no eternal hope himself and no assuring words of comfort to
give to another when that individual comes face to face with
eternity. A sinner’s life and activities are centred around this
present existence and, for the most part, around those who are
chosen by him to be his associates and companions.

The just man, on the contrary, goes from “strength to
strength,” even through the valley of weeping. When trouble or
adversity descends upon him, the just man puts his faith and
confidence in God, sees God’s delivering hand, and receives
inwardly a deep, assuring blessing, even though a storm is
breaking against his outward frame. The just man sees in the
valley of weeping the God of love who always leads him to
ultimate victory and fullness of joy. His strength is in God;
therefore he is one of the blessed and happy ones. He will praise
God even though trouble settles down upon him from all sides.

To go from “strength to strength” is a glorious experience in
itself. The righteousness of God is revealed to us “from faith to
faith.” These two expressions are closely connected, for if we
would go from “strength to strength” we must have gone from
“faith to faith.”

Let us consider the case of a newborn child of God who comes
against his first opposition, which is, in actuality, a trail of his
faith. When a child of God leans hard on God, while in the midst
of trial, he sees his faith in God honoured and a victory
accomplished. He is strengthened by the experience, for by
exerting his faith in God he has received new strength from God.
Before long, the child of God will undoubtedly face another crisis
of some kind, perhaps along a different line than the former test
or trial. Again he leans on God, with new willingness and
increased faith, because he now has the knowledge that when he
did it on the former occasion God was near to deliver him. Again
God honours the faith and gives him the strength he needs.

The greater trial was the test of a greater faith, which, in turn,
brought greater strength from God. He has gone from “faith to
faith” and from “strength to strength.”

So it is all through the life of a Christian. Each trial fortifies the
child of God and strengthens him for the difficulties, which are still
to come; and when he looks to God for help, while in the heat of
the furnace, he is strengthened and made more confident in God.
The faith that was originally planted in his heart has increased
and developed through the oppositions he faced and overcame
through the love and mercy of God that has been manifested
toward him.

A just man looks forward with confidence, with faith in God, to
the crises that he knows must come to him in order that his faith
may be tried. In this he lives “by his faith.” His prayer and
assurance is: “He knoweth the way that I take: when he hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold”; and “Though he slay me,
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QUESTIONS

Look up the four times that the
words, “The just shall live by
faith,” are written in the
Bible. Read the verses that
precede and succeed each
quotation.

What is the meaning of going
“from strength to strength”?

How is going “from faith to faith”
connected with “from
strength to strength™?

What does the Psalmist say
about service in the House of
God as compared with the
life of sinners?

Memorize Psalm 84:11.

How is Luke 2:36-38 a fulfilment
of Psalm 84?

What two very prominent men in
the Church were saved
through this text?

Give the Scriptural definition of
faith.

Explain why faith is necessary,
quoting Scripture passages to
support your statements.

How can we determine the will of God
through the life of faith?

yet will I trust him.” Here, also, he is living “by his faith.” When
he looks back at the victories and accomplishments that are
behind him, he takes no credit for even a single one, but, rather,
says to himself: “What has thou that thou didst not receive?
Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst
not received it?”(I Corinthians 4:7). He knows the One who is
entitled to the glory and he knows how the victories and
accomplishments were received from that One.

Knowing the Will of God by the Exercise of Faith

There are many avenues of blessing and Christian experience
that are unexplored by us. There are heights and depths that we,
individually, have not scaled or sounded. We must “earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints”
(Jude 3). One may have reached a certain goal while another
person may have climbed to another goal. But we all need to
make continuous progress in God if we are to be “perfect and
entire, wanting nothing” (James 1:4). Sadly, we can see that
there are many who have not begun to test the goodness and
love of God and to know how vitally interested He is in us, in all
that we do or are for Him.

The highest ideal that a godly person has is that he might be
in the perfect will of God. To be in the centre of God’s will is a
godly person’s utmost desire. How can he know the perfect will
of God and be able to walk in it once he knows it? The answer is
found in our short text: “The just shall live by his faith.”

In the first place, we must realize that the God who notes the
fall of the sparrow, who numbers the hairs of our heads, and who
is mindful of our every need, is vitally and personally interested in
us. We must realize that He loves us. We must realize that He is
concerned about us, regarding every incident and occasion that
comes to our life. If we really believe that, we can boldly come to
Him for help, for guidance, for strength, or for any other thing we
may need. He has promised that He will grant our every request,
if it is in accord with His will. Here, then, is a way to find the will
of God. If we have the faith in God that allows us to step boldly
out on His promise, sincerely and fully meeting the conditions He
has set forth as obligatory to us, we can have the confidence that
the result will be His will for us.

If we feel that God has given us a work to do, we can test that
call by the provision He makes for carrying it out. Godly men and
women of the past have dared to step out in faith many times, to
see God carry them through and provide for their every need. If
God wants us to speak, He has promised to give us the wisdom
we need. If He wants us to go, He will provide the way and
means for us to go. If He wants us to endure, He will give us
grace to do so. This is our faith! This is our confidence! This is
our trust! We live by that faith. If we cannot do that, we actually
have nothing upon which we can depend.

Oh, how great is the mercy and love of God! How wonderful
is His great plan for us alll How simple that plan is and how
opposite to the spirit of the world and of the age! Though it is
beyond our comprehension, still it is attainable. It is a life of
simple trust in God — a life of faith. It is obligatory upon all who
bear the name of Christ, for “the just shall live by his faith.”

The Just shall live by Faith
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